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Letter for Hillside Parents and Carers 

Monday 11th November 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Re: Leadership Changes 

We are writing to inform you that the current Headteacher, Mr Lee Abbott, has secured 

another Headship after many years of fine service at Hillside Primary School. Everyone at 

Hillside and the Trust would like to thank Mr Abbott for his commitment and wish him every 

success in his new role.  

With Mr Abbott’s departure, our attention turns to plans for the future as we continue to 

improve standards and raise aspirations for children at the school.  

This transition comes at a time when Hillside has received the report from an Ofsted 

inspection in October 2019. The report praised a number of areas, but also highlighted the 

need for continued improvement. A summary of the Ofsted report accompanies this letter. 

There are some leadership changes to make you aware of that we are confident will inspire a 

prosperous new dawn at Hillside: 

Mr Craig D’Cunha, The current Principal of Chantry Academy, has been appointed as Executive 

Headteacher of both Hillside Primary School and Chantry Academy.   Mr D’Cunha will formally 

start his role on the 1st of January but is already actively involved with the school. As well as 

Mr D’Cunha’s leadership expertise, this provides exciting opportunities to collaborate, share 

resources and add capacity to Hillside in both the short and long term.  

With immediate effect Ms Alison Flegg will be the interim consultant Headteacher with the 

responsibility for the day to day management of the school. Alison is an extremely 

experienced Headteacher and educational leader who has worked highly successfully in a 

variety of similar roles.  

Ms Flegg will be in school as much as possible until Christmas and then in full time until the 

appointment of a permanent Headteacher. The recruitment process for the permanent 

Headteacher is already well underway.  

Mr James Chester, the Active Learning Trust’s Director of School and Teacher Performance, 

will continue to be the Trust link for the school and will be regularly liaising with both Ms Flegg 

and Mr D’Cunha to ensure the Trust provides the school with the key support required to 

ensure rapid progress. 
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We hope this helps clarify our plans to ensure your children continue to get the best 

experience possible during the recruitment for a new Headteacher and for the future.  

If you have any further questions please feel free contact the school directly. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 
 
Stephen Chamberlain 
Chief Executive Officer of the Active Learning Trust 
National Leader of Governance 
 

 


