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Re: Summary of Ofsted report 2019 

 

Inspection of Hillside Primary School – 1st to 2nd October 2019 

The report praised Hillside Primary School in areas relating to the curriculum and safeguarding, 

including: 

 Pupils say they enjoy lessons. 

 Pupils told inspectors that they feel safe in school. Staff also teach them how to stay safe out 

of school. 

 The school encourages parents and carers to come into school to support their children. 

 There are rapid improvements in older pupils’ writing skills, spelling and handwriting. 

 Leadership for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is effective in 

their classes. Staff provide extra support for pupils with SEND to help them achieve their best 

in everything. 

 Children are well looked after in the early years. There is suitable support for reception 

children with specific speech and language needs. 

 The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff receive regular training about 

safeguarding. 

 Pupils enjoy a wide range of school clubs that are both fun and interesting. 

The report highlighted areas where the school needs to be better, including: 

 Improving achievement in reading, writing and mathematics. 

 The teaching of reading needs to improve in Key Stage 1. It is better in Key Stage 2. 

 Teaching in science and religious education (RE) does not help all pupils to develop good 

subject knowledge.  

 Pupils attendance is not as good as it should be. 

The overall effectiveness rating for Hillside is ‘Requires improvement’. The Ofsted report 

acknowledged school leaders and governors were already taking steps to improve standards and raise 

aspirations. The letter accompanying this summary outlines a series of steps including a change in 

leadership to drive forward rapid improvements within Hillside. 

Revd Robert Hinsley, the new Chair of Governors at Hillside, said: “I am pleased the inspectors 

appreciate the hard work done to keep children safe in school and I, together with the governing 

body, are determined to support the new leadership team to quickly make the changes necessary to 

continue to improve Hillside.” 

Bob Dool, Chair of the Active Learning Trust and previously Chair of Hillside, added: “Hillside Primary 

School has a great deal to offer the local community and is a school which is popular with pupils and 

parents. With a clear focus on improvement, the leadership team and staff will look to implement 

strategies and approaches which will raise aspirations and improve standards.” 

The full Ofsted report will be available to view at: https://www.gov.uk/find-ofsted-inspection-report 
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